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“ ORDINANCE NUMBER;: 962 -

AN ORDIKANCE PROVIDING AN ADDITIONAL ANDY ALTERNATIVE MEANS
FOR ANATING WEED NUISANCES FOUND T¢ EXIST UPDN SIDEWALKS, STREETS OR FRIVATE FROPERTY
PURSUANT TO ACT 2000-77d, CODLFIED AT §§ 11-67+20, Er Sequentia, Of The CODE QFALABAMA (1978), As Arhcoded

BE IT THEREFORE ORDAINED by the Fairficld City Councs) as follows:

SECTION 1. “CITY"” DEFINED. The term “the City™ appearing hareafler in this Ordinance shall
be construed ta mean the City of Frirfield. However, said term shalf not be construed

to include the Police Jurisdiction of the City of Fairficld, Alabama.

SECTION 2. ACTS PROHIBITED HEREUNDER, MNg person, corporation or entily owning of
having charge of eny property Iocated within the City of Fairficld, Alabemia shall

permit the growth upon Sidewalks, Streets, or private property vegoiulive growth in
violation of this Ordinance.

SECTION 3. ILLEGAL “WEEDS” a8 referanced (hroughout thie Ordinance, shall refer o the
fotlowing types of vegetative growths: . .

a. An abundance of overgrown prass or weeds within the City of Fairficld
the! is injurious 10 the gencral Public Health, Safety, and Welfare by
providing breeding grounds and sheltet for rats, mice, snakes, nokgquitoes,
and other vermin, insects, and pests; '

b An abundance of overgrown grass or weeds within the City ol Fairfield that
attains heights and dryness that constitute a serious Fire Threat or Hazard,

An sbundanee of overgrown prass or weeds within the City of Fairfield that

e,
bears wingy or downy seeds, when breathed, irvitates the throat, lungs, and
wyes of Members of the Public;

d. An sbundonee of evergrown griss of weeds within the ity of Fairfic|d that

hides debris. such &% broken glass or metat, that could inflict injury on 2
person who lawfully enters upon the subject property; or

An abundance of unsightly and overgrown prass, bushes, and vines—other
lhan smamental or legally cuitivated veystative growth—that exceed SIX

INCHES (6™} in height,

e,

SECTION 4. HOUSING OFFICIAL/PUBLIC WORKS SUPERINTENDENT, Whenever any
. Official of the City sha)] discover on any premiscs in the City any growth of Wceds in
violation of the provisions of this Ordinance, he shall report the grovwth of said ‘Weeds

t& the Housing Official or to the Superintendent of Public Works,

Upon verifying the existence of same, the Jlousing Official or the § upenniendent shall
make a report of the offending Weeds 10 the City Council.

SECTION 5. DECLARATION OF PUBLIC NUISANCE Upon receiving the Report of the
Superintendent or the Housing Ofticial for the City of Fuirficld, 1he Municipality, by
Regolution, may decinre the Weads to be o Public Nuisance and may order Lhe

Abstement of same. ’

The Resolution shall refor 1o the Swreet Addvess, i known: shall describe the propery
vpon which, or in front of which, the Nuitance exigtg by giving 4 Legul desoription of
the property, if knowng snd sho)l provide the Parce? Identifloacion T uprbar, b ko wen.

A Resolution may inchids any number of offending Streets, Sidewulks, or Parechs of

Privnte Property.

-
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SECTION & NOTICE. Generally, Notice be given as required pursuant to § 11-67-23 of the Cade
- @lAlabama (I975), us amended. (8) Netice By Certifled Mail. After the papsage of g

Rerolution determining the existence of Nuizsance conditions upon certain premises,

Notice of'a Fublic Hearing on the matter and the purposes therefore shall be given by
Certified Mail, Retum Receipt Requested, a1 Jeast Thiny (30) days prior 10 the Public

Hearing. '

Motice shall be mniled 10 the Owner of the offending premiscs, ax the information
tdentfying sasme appears on record in the Office of the County Tax Assessor for
fefferson County, Alabama (Bessemer Division); shall informm Owners of offending
propertics that a prohibited growth of Weeds exists upon the propenty; shall inform
any such Owngr of the time, date and place of the Public Hearing; and shall caTy A
List of Names of Individunls or private Contractors—or both—who are 1o perform the
cutting ond removal of prohibited Weed growth and who shall be registered with the

Office of the City Clerk. . .

(9) Notice Of Public Hearing. Notice of Public Hearing on Nuisance Declarations

=hal] aiso be given by Publication in a Newspaper normally read by al segrments of
the population published in the County once a weck, for \wo (2} consecutive weeks, IF
no Newspaper is published in the County, Notice shall be given by Radic or
Television. (i) The FIRST NOTICE shall br: puhlished at least founcen (14) days
prior ko the date of the scheduled Hearing. (ii) The SECOND NOTICE of Public
Hearing on Nuisance Declarations and Opportunity 1o present Defensey or Objections
shall be pasted in three (3) places sround the City, at least, Scven {7} dayz prior to the

Public Hearing, - i
(c) Noiice By Post irg. Motice shall be given by placing upon ihe eifending properties

two (2) CONSPICUOQUSLY POSTED signs. The WORDING of ihe signs shell nol he
tess than One Inch {17 in height and shall be in substantially the form prescribed by

§ 11-67-23 of the Code of Alubgmg (1975). ax amended,

SECTION 7. PUBLIC HEARING. Atile time and place appointed to conduct the Hearing

. regarding the Complaint of the cxistence of a prohibited growth of Weeds upon an
offending property, Property Qwners shall be given an opportunity 1o defend against
the Complaint and to contest the Assessment. The Decivien of the Council as fo the
existonce and declaration of & nilsance shall be deerned final and conclusive.

The Notice shall be mailed to the owner of the property as the information appears an
recard in the Office of the Jofferson County Tax Assessor, The Netice shall be
‘maiiod, 8t Jeast, thirty (30) days prior 1o the dale set for the Hearing and shall inform
the Owner of the time, dite. and place of the 11earing and the reason for the Hewaring.

SECTION 8. RIGHT OF ENTRY OF PRIVATE OR AUTHORIZED CONTRACTORS, If—
alter congidering the evidence presented at a Publie Mesting—the City Council
sustains the Nuiganee Camplaints, the City Council shall pass x Resohution declaring
the conditions upon any offending propertics 1o constilute a Nuisasnce,

At such time, the Supsrimendent of Fublic Works—by himaelf of by those under his
direction or supervision, or with prison labor——may enter, within seven (7) daayn®*
aftar the cutting and remowvil thereaf hax heen ardered by tho City  -upon the
sffending premiscs and, at the expense of such person, shall proceed o cut and

remove such lliegn] Weeds.
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Al its option, the Counecil mey avthorize—by Resolution—private Contractors,
Companloeg, Enterprises, or Individuals to abale and remove declared Nuisances,

Having been duly suthorized by the Counci! to sbale declared Nuisances, privaie
Contractora, Compuanics, Enterprisos, or Individuals may enter upon oflending
propertics and abate Nuisances, to the zame extent ag the Superintendent of Fublie
Worke ie authorized ta abate declared MNuisancey, . .

e Notic.es‘ To Destroy Hlegal Weeds, direcied to Owners or Passessors of
Offcnding Propertios pursuant to § 11.67.23 ofthe Code of Alabama (1975), as

amended, shall state the time allowed by the Council 1e remove Hlepul Weeds.

The Initial Period af Time grmlu'd to Properiy Owners to Remove Weeds iy herehy

declored to b Twenip-One (21) dups. The Cauncil may, Jrom lme to time, by
Resolution, charge e humber of days permitted o remove ITlegal Weeds when the
Coauncil fimds and determines that the circumstances regquilre such a change.

RIGHT OF OWNER/ONE IN LAWY POSSESSION OF OFFENSIVE
PROPERTIES TO REMOVE ILLEGAI. WEEDS. any Property Ownecr—or one in
lawful possession of property that he or she dots not own—shall have the right to have
Illepa} Wuda.rfe,muw:d al his or her own expense, providing the removal is done prior
to the commensement of work 1o do same by Employecs or Agents of the City.

SECTION 9.

ACCOUNTING OF COSTS FOR ABATEMENT. The City of Fairfield shall keep
an Accounting, prepared by the Supetintendent of the Public Works Deparimont and
verified by the Housing Official, stating the Costs ol abaling and removing Nuisance
conditions that exist upon or in froft of each separate parcel of land or cach separaie
Jot—whether Nuisonce Weeds arc removed by the Public Works Supcrintendent; by
the Superintendent’s Employees; by Prison Laborcrs; or by private Contrac1ors,

Companigs, Emerprises, or Individuals.

SECTION 10,

The Aamuﬂting shall be dircetad, in writing, to the City Council and shail render an
Liemized Report showing the Costs of removing and abating Nulsanges-——on, or in '
front of, each separate Lot or Parcel of Land. Sueh Cost shall be referenced a5 "

“"Weed Lien Assessments. V-

AT LEAST FIVE (5} DAYS FRIOR TO THE DATE ON WHICH IT IS TO BE

SUBMITTED TQ THE COUNCIL FOR CONSIDERATION AN
CONFIRMATION, a capy of tKe Cost Acconating shall be posted on, or near, the
Door af the Oty Councll Chamber—rogethar with u Norice of the TIME and BATE

at which the Council witl receive and consider same.

ENTRY OF WEED LIEN ASSESSMENTS. Costs affinmed a§ “Weed Lien
Assessmemts’ shall be ontered in the amount of OQNE THOUSAND DOLLARS

(% 1,000,00) FOR EACH ASSESSMENT. IF TIIE ACITUAL COSTS OF ABATING
AND REMOVING WEED WUISANCES EXCEED ONE THOUWSAND DOLLARS,
THEN WEED LIEN ASSESSMENTS FOR SAME SHALL BE ENTERED IN THE
ACTUAL AMODUNT OF THE CQSTS OF ABATEMENT AND REMOVAL,

SECTION I1.

AUTHORIZATION TO EFFECTUATE PURPORRS OF ORDINAMNCE. Tor the
purposc ef enfbrcing this Ordinance, the Superintendent ol Public Works iz

hereby authorized to purchase such implements and employ such equipment and
f.aborers s mey be neccssary to affecluale the purposes stased herein,

SECTION 12
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SECTION 13.

SECTION 14.

SELCTION 135,

SECTION 16.

SECTION 17

ADMINISTRATIVE DISFOSITION. The Housing Qfficial, with the axaiztance and
cooperation of the City Clerk are hereby authorized w resolve, administratively, Weed
Licn Assessments, I satigfaciory arrangemants are not achieved—within SIX
MOMNTHS (6) of any Final Notice to Destroy Wecds givan hercin—to resolve and
dispose of Weed Lisn Assessmaits, then such Wecd Lien Assessments shall be

forwarded 1o the City Couneil for disposition as specified herein.

HREPEALER. .Any,Ordinunws, of parts thereof, that conflict with thiz Ordinance are
hereby expressly repealed. Even so, this Ordirdnce shall operate in confunction
with, and in additlon to, the City's previous Weed Ordinance—Ordinance 320, ax

aménded.

SEVERABILITY. If uny Section ot Provisiou of this Ordinance shall be held
jvalid, such holding shall not affect the validity of any Scetion or Provision hercof,
which iz not, of itzelf, invalid,

EFFECTIVE DATE. This Ordinance shall become effective when approved and
published in a Newspaper of general circulation in the City and surrounding County.

DELIVERY OF INFORMATION TO JEFFERSON COUNTY., ALABAMA
TAX COLLECTOR, A copy of the Resclution Confirming Costs to be asscxscd ond
other information oy may be roguirad shall be presentad, upon request and within the
1ime specified, to the Jefferson County Tax Collector {fiessemer Division), who shall
collect the Costs of the Weed Lien Assessmonts ("Spocial Assessments”) in the same
manner ag are collected Ad Palerem Taxes, as nuthorized pursuant 1o Article J,
Division 2, Chapter 51 of Title 11 of the Core of Alalama (1975}, us amended.

DONE snd ADOPTED on this _19¢h  duy of _May ' 2003,

ATTEST:

700 d

WILLIAM MURRA\‘.E llésmmw’r ‘g\

CITY COUNMCIL~—FAIRFIELR, ALABAMA

AFFROVED:

CHARLES L. WILLIS, 8K, MAYOR
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